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Greetings!
Dr. Linda S. Posadas of UNESCO Jakarta office, Mr. Supachai Lorlowhakarn, The director of the National Innovation Agency of Thailand, Mr. Fortunato De la Peña,

DOST undersecretary and the incoming president of the S&T policy Asia network or STEPAN, representatives from STEPAN member countries, colleagues in the advocacy of innovation, ladies and gentlemen, a pleasant morning!
The Science and Technology Policy Asia Network or STEPAN has definitely grown since its creation in May 1988.It was established primarily as a response to an urgent need to strengthen science and technology policy formulation and strategic management of publicly-funded research in developing nations in Asia. Its mission to assist member countries to target and utilize their scarce S&T resources most effectively towards national development goals.

Through the years, STEPAN has focused on activities that would make the maximum difference, providing S&T management information to enhance the quality of national decision-making, and contributing to a better understanding of policies and practices that allow the maximization of national and regional benefits from public S&T investments. It has served as a venue for discussing and reviewing government-induced strategies, incentives or constraints across the region.

STEPAN has provided assistance to member countries in the formulation of research and training programs for developing technology policy strategies. Also, it has undertaken human resource development activities and provided assistance to member countries in organizing international workshops and research programs. It has give a strong emphasis on developing and utilizing expert capabilities within the region as well as on partnerships with other pertinent regional organizations.
Perhaps, the most significant impact of STEPAN on national S&T policy and innovation studies in the region has been the promotion of S&T policy activities at the highest government levels. It has provide the mechanism to train key policy makers in governments in the region who now interact and can be credited for the existence of a strong network. Of course, UNESCO has fully supported these networking initiatives.

As it has grown to become a network of twenty member countries, STEPAN enters into a new phase. The Philippines in the person of undersecretary De La Peña as chairperson will now lead the STEPAN network activities in the next three years. And this workshop launches the Philippines chairmanship.

In the past years, we have witnessed significant changes in the rationale of science and technology policy in the era of knowledge-based economies.

Both governments and private business are now confronted with the growing challenges of harnessing the opportunities as well as hedging the risks brought about by technological progress.

The trajectory and consequences of technological change are shaped by a range of conditions. Market forces, government institutions, regulations and other policies influence the preconditions for technical change, often with different components strengthening or interfering with each other. While countries may differ in many respects, there is great potential for mutual learning from, and interdependence between, technology-related policies in different countries. And this is where the STEPAN plays an important role.
Views of what science and technology policy can achieve and how it should achieve it have significantly changed. The changes stem from three trends.

The first is the improvement in the understanding of the innovation and technology diffusion processes due to advances in economic theory. The traditional rationale for science and technology policy has been that of market failure. Governments intervene to provide for public goods, as well as to mitigate externalities, inefficient market structures. However, recent studies have shown that factors influencing technical progress more aptly call for measures to address “systematic failure”, that is, the lack of coherence among institutions and incentives, by developing infrastructures and by supporting innovation among private businesses.

The second trend is the changing policy environment. The economic environment in which both government and firms operate is being fundamentally changed, first and foremost, by globalization that make some national policy instruments less applicable, or less efficient, whereas those determining a country’s attractiveness as a location for knowledge-intensive production take on increasing importance.

The third trend is the fact that we can now more easily share and learn lessons from successes and failures in implementing S&T policies.

These are the basic reasons why we have pushed for the implementation of this workshop for the conduct of case studies on innovation-based entrepreneurship. The case study approach is increasingly recognized as a simple functional tool in sharing experiences in technology innovation policies.

May you all have a productive workshop. Thank you very much.

